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Above the jlngl
of corn the rustle

JL T Jl f notes the click
of the tiny ivory

ball and the hum of many voices
bkat monotonous strident cry which
has entfead no many to ruin
sod so tew to fortune ring over-
n the of those who fall be-

neath the fascination of that most
xactlH i mistresaea Dame

la the great glided salons
where the tight of day Is excluded
y curtains of black and crimson

mut ln where senses are bewilder
d toy an apparent disregard et wealth

and where the atmosphere Is heavy
with that taunt odor of perspiration
and perfume t is the same invitation
to Stay rising above all other sounds
year In year out Sundays and

Mwwteura yes Jeuxl
To frequenters of Monte Carlo I re

quire little introduction They know
mo parha as a familiar figure of
rather funeral aspect in frock coat
infl black tie strolling aimlessly
fceut sometimes watching Ute play

fc this table or at that but
Won keeping observation on
one or other of the players who like
moths around a candle are attracted
to the tapisvert by golden expecta-
tions I am an observer by profession

f having graduated under Mons Gar
on chief of the parts Surete and
afterward served a term creepier
at the roulette taW whence I rose
to be ohof de parti and afterward
became appointed to the office I now
hold

X
The Sink of Europe

As chief of the surveillance depart
ment my office is no sinecure for
truth to tell the Cercle doe Strangers
de Monaco is the sink of An
Interesting procession of
and criminals of the upper class seems
to filter through our salons year by
year In blissful ignorance of the fact
that when they mount the carpeted
steps from the Place they are simply
walking into an international pollee
bureau Little do they dream that if
warrants are out for their arrest it is
more than probable that in one of the
large albums in my private room be-

hind the bureau where they praaentj
their fictitious visiting cards to ob-

tain their carte dadmlssJon there
a wellexecuted counterfeit pre

of themselves together with
a brief and pontad statement of their
OJtSMC

lit these hry a biuna each devoted
jentttttte I hav a truly

eusmepetiran collection Nearly very
region en the face of the earth con

Its quota to my sraUery of
eateuiHIoa er whenever a delinquent
Is Known 2S obtained a considfr
able sum eC money by his crime his
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pieces and it was this eagerness to
watch heavy risks which one after-
noon attracted me to that roulette
table which stands at the further end
to the right of the entrance to the
trenteetquarante rooms It was the
height of the Riviera season a bright
balmy day In early February a few
days before Carnival the sea outside
was turquoise the sqr cloudless nui
the gardens were looking their hst
neglected by these eager rewas
glance around the table showed m
that something unusual was in prog-

ress The croupiers who are changed
itch Hour chanced to be all young
men and with such a party the game
was always fast and furious They
made it their boast that whenever
and brightest out as usual utterly
these six came together they played
twice as quickly as the fogies did

Xonclialent Player
Messieurs faltes jeux rose

sharply as 1 approached the chair of
the chef partle awl ut the anm
instant the croupier revered the red
and black wheel and wish a twist of
the thvmb launched the ivory ball on
its way r Ion the circular ledge

Tho cxeitHl players threw their
and gold on the mutters the

dozens the rouge the noir and the
impair Then they waited breath-
lessly

Suddenly Just as the ball was toning
its impetus a tall darkbearded rather
handsome man with a pair of black
piercing which seemed to steam
with An almost unnatural brilttanee
thrust his gloved hand late his pocket
and carelessly tossed some notes po
the table without counting them at
the Santa time exclaiming

Promlore douaaJni-
In an the croupier spread

open saying
Trots mltte francs nremlsre

salne
had these words

when there arose the teevitaMe
warning

Rein va plus
For a single second there was a

deal stive e us nil eyes Tvwthwl the
tiny ball while it fell with a rattle
and final click into one of Ute small
sockets on the cylinder and ere it had
touched the number the croupier an-

nounced in the rants sharp voice

heavy Play Attracts Crowd
Neuf Rouge impair et manque

and with his rake commenced to draw
in the lenses

The maw who had flung down hja
notes so carelessly muttered some-
thing to himself as if counting and
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Tile ball gave a little then frill
with a sharp click clleJcoWl-

dTrenteaaux cried Ui croupier
loudly with that roll of tike r which
frequenters of Monte Carlo know so

V

The stranger with a muttered word
which sounded very much like an
oath turned away having lost for the
first time but richer by many

francs than half an hour before
Those around the table envied him his
luck and many mostly of the Eng-
lish tourist class admired his self
control In leaving Immediately after
his first loss If everyone did so there
would be fewer ruined fortunes and
the bank would profit loss

With both hands deep in his pock
ets and a disconsolate look on his

expression rather as though
he had lost heavily than gained he
strolled away Into the trenteetquar-
ante room byond Whether It was
the curious look of suppressed

on t in his eyes that caused me

Well

facean

ex-
It

touch

thou-
sand

w

¬

¬

d sortisUon or his photograph is at-
one forwarded to me for the fatal

jfascinatJon which the wheel
foerotees upon those guilty of

serious offenses u truly
Yet when once they are recog-

nized either by myself or my assist
they have as llttte chance ofgape as they have of winning a

the ami de la malson as we knew
it amllarly on their first throw

llow Police Are Helped
the morality of this the

most picturesque spot on the whole
Littoral or to hold a brief for or
igsinst the tables is not my intention
Io describe it as hell within a pars
ise will suffice Much has

already been written about wild gam-
ing and its dire results much that is
true but more that is false Yet now
tot the first time will ba shown in
hesc rfminlseenoes the manner in

which the admJftWraUon the
JM K rangers assistance to
h iiulie Of Europe

AS may readily b Imagined a good
gamy romances In real life pass be
tenth the notice of one whose days
ire spent at a spot where drama is
continuously being played and where
t is infrequently varied by trag
dy Truly ours is a strange world
he world f Monte Carlo

Miali or a run of luck always
nierf t8 nv as i am of the
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took the six thousand francs he had
won handing back the three

he had staked saying
Premiere colonne

Again the invitation to play rose
above all other sounds and loungers
attracted from other tables crossed
watch the sensational stakes I asked
one of the binecoated attendants
whether the player had been winnhig
and the reply was that he had lost
only ones and that he had played
ways with the same stakes three
thousand francs Then returning to
the table I stood next

The moment the strangers
wore placed on the small square at
the the tablfc beneath the num-
ber 3 gold and silver showered
upon it by those determined to follow
the play of this favorite of Fortune

The wheel was spun the ball
ejected and a few later in
the breathless tension which followed
arose the words

Dixhult Rouge pair et manque
Again the stranger had won The

smaller stakes were paid flret then
the oroitpler handed him six notes
each for a thousand francs time
he placed all the in his pocket
together with thousand he
had staked and producing a note for
a hundred franca tossed it on zero

The chance was too small to suit
the majority of the players and only-
a couple of fivefranc pieces were
placed beside it

Rein ne va plus sounded almost
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to keep his Rejected figure In sight I
know not yet by some Intuition I
felt that about this man Who was
certainly not an habitue of the
there was something mysterious One
fact was strange When he had drawn
from leis vest pocket the hwwared
franc note he had taken out with it
a thirdclass return railway ticket
Men as well dressed do not usually
travel to Monte Carlo thirdclass
Again as I watched him cross the
polished floor I saw that although his
coat and varft were well cut and that
he a heavy cold albeit yet his

rooms

were

trousers were frayed at the bottoms
baggy at the knees and uJtosetfcer
disreputable

Keeps Detective Guessing
A dozen times aa I strolled back-

wards and forwards the lengths e the
rooms lounging here and there I

his full face and profile it was
that of a man strongwilled ezoited
beneath a calm exterior apd debating
within himself whether he should

playing
The face was not the original of any

in my collection
From table to tab he strolled

pausing to glance at the play until
he passed out into the Treat atrium
at that moment filled with the crowd
emerging from the concert room

As I went out by the entrance door-
I whispered to Genat the head

pointing him out and ordering
him If he again entered to look at
his card and at once send his name
to me

Leisurely the stranger made hi way
to the of tlf hull entered the

con-

tinue

pnd

i

taught

door-
keeper

¬

¬

man bar and offered glass of lam
nide By the manner in which he-

riiereu u I at once know that fie was
iainted with the Casino evaor

ranger orders whisky or brandy Jn-

uiiranc that no intoxicnate are aeitf
riving swallowed it at a gwip he

and made his w jr beck Jnite the
i nis

Well I asked Oronsjt a mo-

nnts later whats his najtteV
Tesster was the reply

At once I entered the bureau of the
administration and from the r gfst r-

Hscovered that a card of ad
ad that afternoon been issued to one

Kmlle Tessler who had gives his
Uonality as French ajad his addre
at the Hotel lies Brttannferoes at

Entertains a Suspicion
Again I went into Ute gaming

where I found hint standing watcnftas
one of the roulette tables
There was nothing extraordinary
about him except the wildness of his
eyes and that I reflected might be
due either to the intense excitement
consequent on winning or to slight
aberration Yet somehow I enter-
tained a suspicion I felt convinced
that some mystery lay behind that
mans movements and therefore

watching him
Through the remainder of that

he lounged leisurely about the
rooms sometimes interested in the
play but never risking anything

r n a efranc piece until nearly
7 oclock when be obtained his hat
and and left the Casino As
HOB us I saw his intention I also
obtained my hat and took a short cut
through the gardens to the railway
station At the top of the steps I
overtook an old decrepid man hunch-
backed and shabby who leant heavily-
on his stout stick and was about to
descend He had been speaking with
a man whose dark figure I saw

in the direction of the Casino
Beneath the light T glanced at Ute da
formed mans face

It was the successful player In the
darkness of the gardens he had

his ragged overcoat turned
his soft felt hat into another ships
and with an altered expression of
heavy and inexpressible sorrow
rod effected a transformation that was
little short of marvelous Indeed were
It not for the fact that I heard him
cough and recognised it a the cough
of the man who had won so many
thousands at the tables even I should
have failed to Identify him

Mystecy Proves Deeper

In UU tnstcnt I became convinced
that ray were not un
founded and further that the mys-
tery deeper than I had imagined
Naturally he was a tall handsome
wellbuilt man of gentlemanly bearing
and almost military appearance but
his feisned deformity was so com-
plete that the gait could only have
been acquired by practice white
his facial expression was so altered-
as to render him almost unrecogniz-
able He was at any rate a perfect
artist in disguises

By assuming his hat and overcoat
which hid his collar and cravat ha
had transformed himself into a mem-
ber of ttit tramp fraternity whom
none would suspect of daring to enter
the Casino This extraordinary garb
accounted for his thirdclass ticket
By appointment he had met the man
who had disappeared but their con-

versation could not have lasted ten
seconds

At the station Instead of remaining
on the platform for Mentone he
crossed the Rne and entered the omnl
bna trait for Nice while I also

into a flrs class compart
ment rttermlned to see where he
really lived my curiosity being now
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thoroughly ai oused That there
seine sees purpose in this complete
disguise I felt eonfldoat but what it
was I oaold set imagine

it
Passed as Landed Proprietor

Whop he got out at Nice he had
taken eC his overcoat and carrying-
it over his arm walked erect lr nat
ural attitude l followed him down trsa

Avenue de la Gare across the Pare
Massens and on t the Prom iidlp
where bo into the
des AnsjlaiS He had given an incor-

rect address and it was atrangp that
firstclass hotel should care to t ke

in a man who wore such shabby irous
sers After twenty minutes or so I
inquired at the bureau of the hotel
and dissevered that the stranger who
had thus aroused my curiosity
known as Mons Tessier and that in
the register bad inscribed himself
an a landed proprietor living near
Bayonne I took my dinner leisurely-
at the Here afterward returning to
Monte Carlo utterly mystified

Next day I had many affairs to at
tend to am completely forgot me
curious ia ient until about 4 oc k-

in the afternoon when a cough b inl
me sounded familiar and there i aw

mysterious stranger starUii g at
the righthand roulette table jjst
within the entrance Attired in
a salt of light gray with a pink car

in his he was watching
the play intently It was strange
how that cough attracted me I
reasoned with myself but could not

for it True I had only first
beard It on the previous day yet it
now seemed curiously familiar

it-

fitrangor Plays Again
From his nervous action I paw that

he intended playing therefore in
order te watch him more Intently I
whispered word to the chef de par
tie and took his place on the

behind the croupier
The bail was already In motion when

the stranger placed a note for a
franca upon a tranavcrsale of the

lost numbers
Trentedeux Rouge pair et

nasse cried the croupier almost next
instant e

I watched his face Although he
had won no smile of satisfaction
played about his thin lips His was ft

gray ashen countenance from which
all hope and all desire seemed to liars
fidd

His winnings SsOO francs were
pushed toward hits but he tested
the notes together and thrust
into the outside pocket of his jacket
with as little care as though they
wore circulars His manner had
changed from the previous day He
was now pale to the lips whereas v

had been ruddy and healthy
and his iwllor was heightened his
white silk cravat secured by a go-

ring Again and again he played with
unvarying success until with sudden
resolve he transferred all his winnings-
to an inner pocket and then tossed
a single 5franc piece upon the center
dozen

Lost Single Silver Coin
The ball fell upon No S He lat

Then with some muttered words of
discontent he turned away It seemed-
as though having won thousands of
francs he begrudged the loss of a
single coin

I did not follow him for the roya
tery Irritated me and I had alreadv
several other Important matters ra
hand

Nearly n week passed before I saw
1dm again He was playing the
table where we had first met and
personal appearance had consUleraMy
improved This time I resolvea
speak to him therefore I went to
room slipped en smart cat
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